NET ZERO POLICY ROUNDUP AUGUST 2023

	HUB UPDATES		
	LINK

	The Hub has published our first annual Stakeholder Report sharing some of the North East and Yorkshire’s Net Zero successes and introducing some of the major programmes we want to work with you to deliver over the year ahead.

	North East & Yorkshire Net Zero Hub



	STRATEGY/POLICY UPDATES		
	LINK

	Parliament has published a briefing on Local Area Energy Planning, describing it as “a relatively new process that aims to deliver Net Zero targets more effectively at the regional level”.

The North East and Yorkshire Hub contributed to this briefing through the York and North Yorkshire Regional Project Manager. 

	UK Parliament

	Successful projects have been announced in the Local Energy Advice Demonstrator competition, which supports new and innovative approaches to delivering in-person energy efficiency and clean heating advice for hard-to-reach communities and in hard-to-treat homes. 

Seven projects from the North East and Yorkshire Hub region secured funding, including: 
· Groundwork Yorkshire: Targeting older and lower-income private sector rental tenants and owner-occupiers with in-house advice
· Yes Energy (West Yorkshire): Supporting the digitally excluded, including low income and ethnic minority groups, with assessments detailing measures suitable for their homes. 
· North Yorkshire LEAD: A multi-site pilot aiming to overcome lack of confidence in retrofit and a lack of communication among installers. A retrofit bus will be used to reach consumers.
· West Yorkshire Combined Authority LEAD: The project will focus on older people and people with low proficiency in English,  providing funded retrofit assessments at open homes events.
· City of York Council LEAD: Focusing on solid walled homes and homes on traveller sites.
· North of Tyne Combined Authority LEAD:  Upskilling advisors across 7 local authorities. Advisors who will also engage with healthcare providers and community leaders and provide a training programme to upskill them. 
· Efficiency North (Sheffield): Providing energy efficiency advice to homeowners of non-traditional construction solid walled properties bought from the council’s right to buy scheme. 

	DESNZ-

	The Government has identified two new carbon capture, utilisation and storage (CCUS) facilities for support. One of these is Project Viking (a partnership between RWE, Drax and SSE) based in the Humber.

	Project Viking

	£8m of investment has been made into the Tees Valley Hydrogen Transport Hub, including support for hydrogen-powered airport ground support vehicles and refuelling sites aimed at supermarket lorries. 
The announcement also confirms funding for local colleges to support upskilling the local workforce.
 
	DfT

	The UK’s Electricity Networks Commissioner has published recommendations on how to accelerate the deployment of electricity transmission infrastructure. These include:
· Improved strategic planning.
· Streamlined planning consent.
· Connections reform.

	DESNZ

	The government has published its vision for the future energy retail market and a package of targeted reforms. It has outlined the need for:
· A stable market with fair and sustainable pricing that is cost reflective, and with fewer costly supplier exits.
· Adequate consumer protections for those that need them. 
· Flexible regulation that adjusts to a changing and innovative market and allows for effective competition to provide the best options for consumers.
	DESNZ

	The All-Party Political Group of Net Zero has published a report addressing 23 commonly heard myths around Net Zero in an effort to fight disinformation around the topic. 

	APPG

	The government has announced proposals for changes to the planning system designed to speed up delivery of vital projects including nationally significant energy infrastructure. These include:
· establishing a new fast-track route to consent.
· incentivising developers to engage more proactively and effectively with local authorities and communities to ensure major infrastructure projects deliver for the communities that host them.

	DLUHC



	CONSULTATIONS AND REVIEWS
	LINK

	The government is looking to hear from industrial sites, trade associations, academics and technology providers, as it gathers evidence to understand how to enable industry to switch away from fossil fuels. 

	DESNEZ

	The Yorkshire and Humber Climate Commission is seeking views on leveraging funding for emission-reducing projects in the region. 

	YHCC

	
	

	FUNDING ANNOUNCED
	     LINK

	Ofgem has announced ten innovative large-scale demonstrator projects under its Strategic Innovation Fund, delivered in partnership with Innovate UK. 

Northern Gas Networks and Cadent are partners in a number of these projects. 

	UKRI

	The Energy Bills Discount Scheme runs until March 31st 2024 and is being administered by the Midlands Net Zero Hub. The scheme replaces the Energy Bill Relief Scheme.
 
	DESNEZ

	Training providers across England can bid for a share of £8.85 million government funding to offer courses in retrofitting and installing insulation. The courses will be free or provided at low cost and will cover a range of key energy efficiency measures, from putting in loft insulation to draft proofing measures.

	DESNEZ

	Innovate UK’s Net Zero Living Programme is a £60 million, three-year programme that aims to help places and businesses across the UK to accelerate the delivery of the transition to net zero. It plans to help places to open markets by:

· Removing the non-technical barriers to demand, including skills, organisational capacity, citizen engagement, financing, procurement and governance processes.
· Driving business growth and innovation across the economy.
· Unlocking significant additional private investment to enable true levelling-up both between and within places.
	Innovate UK



	RESEARCH AND STATISTICS 
	 LINK

	DESNEZ has released Social Housing Decarbonisation Fund statistics on the number of households and measures that have been installed or upgraded. The data can be used to monitor the installation of energy efficiency measures in domestic properties via the Social Housing Decarbonisation Fund scheme in England.

	DESNEZ

	DESNEZ have published a variety of statistics linked to various domestic retrofit programmes. These include:
· Boiler Upgrade Scheme statistics for the estimation of capital grant uptake to support the installations of low carbon technologies in domestic and non-domestic buildings.
· Warm Home Discount scheme, providing figures on the number of households receiving the Warm Home Discount.
· The performance of the UK Emissions Trading Scheme during the first and second scheme years of its operation.

	

	DESNEZ have released a summary of some of the key annual statistics in the UK energy system. 

	DESNEZ



	MISCELLANEOUS 
	          LINK

	Local Government Pension Scheme funds are being put at risk by ‘flawed’ advice on the financial impact of climate change, according to a major new study. A report by the think-tank Carbon Tracker suggested many high-profile consultants were underestimating the likely consequences of global warming on pension fund investments.

	LocalGov

	Tata Group has announced that it will invest over £4 billion in a new UK gigafactory which will create thousands of jobs. The new multibillion-pound electric car battery factory to be built in the UK is one of the largest ever investments in the UK automotive sector.

	DBT

	UK Research and Innovation (UKRI) has awarded £53 million in six research hubs and centres to will drive forward change in the energy system. 

	UKRI

	Northern Powergrid has teamed up with energy and technology company Octopus Energy to provide household flexibility through electric vehicle (EV) charging and storage. Demand response allows participating customers to reduce power consumption or increase power supply to the network in exchange for savings, in turn freeing up electricity network capacity at times of peak demand. 

	Northern Powergrid



To find out about upcoming events relevant to Net Zero, please check out our website events page here.
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