
  1 

 HEAT NETWORK ZONING UPDATE – JANUARY 2026 
 
THE NORTH EAST AND YORKSHIRE NET ZERO HUB HOSTS SUPPORT FROM THE 
DEPARTMENT FOR ENERGY SECURITY AND NET ZERO HELPING LOCAL AREAS PREPARE 
FOR THE INTRODUCTION OF HEAT NETWORK ZONING. THIS REGULAR UPDATE SETS OUT 
THE LATEST POLICY, FUNDING AND BEST PRACTICE RELATING TO HEAT NETWORKS. 
 

POLICY & FUNDING UPDATES    

 
Just a quick one this month to say Happy New Year and welcome back to the 

wonderful world of Heat Networks        

FairHeat and HNTAS 
 
FairHeat has now been officially appointed by the Department for Energy Security and Net 
Zero (DESNZ) to deliver the HNTAS Interim Technical Support contract, continuing their role as 
the Lead Technical Author for the Heat Network Technical Assurance Scheme. 
 
This follows three years of close collaboration with DESNZ and industry stakeholders to develop 
the technical foundation of HNTAS, including the draft Code documents, TS1, metering & 
monitoring frameworks, guidance materials and key governance structures . Under this new 
contract, FairHeat will support DESNZ in finalising and expanding the technical requirements of 
the scheme ahead of its introduction in 2026.   
 
If you have any questions about HNTAS or any of the associated document, you can reach 
FairHeat here: Contact us | Fairheat 

Heat Network Efficiency Scheme (HNES) – Round 11 open for applications 

 
HNES provides funding to public, private and third sector applicants 
in England and Wales, to support improvements to existing district 
heating or communal heating projects for customers and operators.  
  
Round 11 of funding is now open for applications until  Friday 
February 6th. Updated guidance for applicants has also been 
published and includes updates to the Heat Network Metering and 
Billing Regulations (HNMBR) requirements and new references to 
the Ofgem digital service.  
 
A HNES Application Seminar and Q&A for Round 11 will be held on 
Tuesday January 13th – you can register your attendance here. 
 

Requirement to Connect 
 
A question many of you have been asking over recent months is when we might have some more 
detail on the potential ‘Requirement to Connect’ to Heat Networks, where there are HNs available 
to connect to. It remains at the top of Zoning Implementation team’s FAQ list and we recently 
received some official lines from colleagues at DESNZ. Here’s what we know so far:  
 
From 2026 heat network zoning will identify areas of England where heat networks are the lowest cost, 

low-carbon heating solution.   

As a result, we expect heat network developers to engage proactively with building owners to encourage 

connections to the heat network.   

However, there will be a legal backstop allowing for certain types of buildings to be required to connect to 

a heat network within a zone. These buildings must connect to the network within a specific timeframe.   

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fd12s5m04.na1.hubspotlinksstarter.com%2FCtc%2F5E%2B113%2Fd12S5m04%2FVW9Jb64SmG2sN90xSbfB-nhYW7qxXbD5GW8sWMSn_nF5kBVzW6N1X8z6lZ3p9W7bxdm-5hr7whW1_vMn31NHJV0W7-cGrc6N-JByW1TNzBf6S1fqVW7sz7935Zrh_hW8Fd7PS4QtrRbW6WVL9V7YkbybN22CnYBFsmnbW2K9q155FWcHBW7vybk039CRbPVYysnc3RfVYyW3T6s4Z8FMyC1W3X_nGr6MQF_wW3nxjZx2mFc4HW1rWqqN46MkcqW4gsPjY60bXTNMdjXxrHTvL6W8KxPc27SvhTTW4Nqggp6l_fqlN8rLg7v3BX7lW5L19gG7VcWCwW4W5Zp49dB9fZW2s6s-r4vWFh0N4Wr2cbF9CMzVMNL2Q59kL3jW3BZnY96GWdNkN4wtS1X4XY0NW5Bsf6H30w1Z6W4Y76Q07DH-1qW8YwSdg4lPnV2N6HcgGvp55tfW3s5tgf7KJzlYV3kWtT3G5t_yW7JxB1T5nLwfhN72YDgJk84mQVL88Tw3w2h7wW6_wr0L2v_lQnW4zV4vf2NVg7yf5TSpwF04&data=05%7C02%7Clauren.kemp%40westyorks-ca.gov.uk%7Cf609574292fa40a8593c08de37ebbcae%7C34e93bfcee664345a4fe805b67e480c0%7C0%7C0%7C639009683911922916%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C60000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=cjswa93Ngv6uHBl56N3%2Facc%2FdC9Xf2leq2iSD6aL1g4%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fd12s5m04.na1.hubspotlinksstarter.com%2FCtc%2F5E%2B113%2Fd12S5m04%2FVW9Jb64SmG2sN90xSbfB-nhYW7qxXbD5GW8sWMSn_nF5kBVzW6N1X8z6lZ3p9W7bxdm-5hr7whW1_vMn31NHJV0W7-cGrc6N-JByW1TNzBf6S1fqVW7sz7935Zrh_hW8Fd7PS4QtrRbW6WVL9V7YkbybN22CnYBFsmnbW2K9q155FWcHBW7vybk039CRbPVYysnc3RfVYyW3T6s4Z8FMyC1W3X_nGr6MQF_wW3nxjZx2mFc4HW1rWqqN46MkcqW4gsPjY60bXTNMdjXxrHTvL6W8KxPc27SvhTTW4Nqggp6l_fqlN8rLg7v3BX7lW5L19gG7VcWCwW4W5Zp49dB9fZW2s6s-r4vWFh0N4Wr2cbF9CMzVMNL2Q59kL3jW3BZnY96GWdNkN4wtS1X4XY0NW5Bsf6H30w1Z6W4Y76Q07DH-1qW8YwSdg4lPnV2N6HcgGvp55tfW3s5tgf7KJzlYV3kWtT3G5t_yW7JxB1T5nLwfhN72YDgJk84mQVL88Tw3w2h7wW6_wr0L2v_lQnW4zV4vf2NVg7yf5TSpwF04&data=05%7C02%7Clauren.kemp%40westyorks-ca.gov.uk%7Cf609574292fa40a8593c08de37ebbcae%7C34e93bfcee664345a4fe805b67e480c0%7C0%7C0%7C639009683911922916%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C60000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=cjswa93Ngv6uHBl56N3%2Facc%2FdC9Xf2leq2iSD6aL1g4%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fd12s5m04.na1.hubspotlinksstarter.com%2FCtc%2F5E%2B113%2Fd12S5m04%2FVW9Jb64SmG2sN90xSbfB-nhYW7qxXbD5GW8sWMSn_n25kBVzW5BWr2F6lZ3nYW486Xf085xRyxN6yPbyswx1bqW7v4Xld8xRw5lW4lLNqY289SZVW1fVyl03HJ2mXW20ZPr78B1W-vW1j05jH68dNpVW4_075v7FZHyZW9jQf4G15mP1rW4wXthN1cbhS3N7Qnrlmsfm1wW72tM_R4MYNr1W4XBcC48jxML9W7nddt-28Q_9gW7cZ-Dz7QStwKW219qG76bP4rZW1JPMMS1RnC1QW3d7_fg34nKKHW4DfTpq6pysZCW8glRMB6XJsqZW7rk75P2wT-zkW57hpVw5mfKNfW3LfWxv1K79ltW53W_v68dXyGgW1DN2K53D-M83VKBYWK3Cy9B0VhSkR44Zc1QbW966NVM5tGhg-W7vm9MW8tp5H0W46vY6557n0JvW8S6yyp8Dpq55W5p2d5T3TVZwxW8jLXJD8BD3c8W5TRbMS7cND3Wdr-3XT04&data=05%7C02%7Clauren.kemp%40westyorks-ca.gov.uk%7Cf609574292fa40a8593c08de37ebbcae%7C34e93bfcee664345a4fe805b67e480c0%7C0%7C0%7C639009683911946139%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C60000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=jtsne%2BRruf27zt6RTwnCcMnChwL2%2FNE34aAiKlBbUWA%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fd12s5m04.na1.hubspotlinksstarter.com%2FCtc%2F5E%2B113%2Fd12S5m04%2FVW9Jb64SmG2sN90xSbfB-nhYW7qxXbD5GW8sWMSn_mM5kBVzW50kH_H6lZ3pbW63vtmD2MtN81W5VjsfS8KL9x6W8v90772tP2gSN7SgkqDkgfJxW4_wnFH6r8j89W4ZYlsW2rgTb3N2k7Rz3kTrg_W4gVLCK7M42YJW2rqbXk1G3l_pW5g1Wxz50ZqznW4Htfn86_mhnWW5llW2F3Jqb2YW5Nww5W5XrX59W25w4BS5jwJkXW1qf8xZ3z7yL2W8hpzLM31HnbsW4NgwFT1ZbzlvW8HCyd_8pm464N1xyx5_lcpCRW2L5Q6Q1t-VbjW9flrCv4W9D_-W6Nd1B63bdNcTW3xYTYQ85HVSZW4fpkbQ27t6kxW5hpGBp5GMH4RW53ckZ52Y4661W6RsVMN8JvvKVW8Xp0-B5qTKHDV6Fxc84R2kx9W9gzY8q7-kpDhW5TrlZ07Q74shW4SDTjL3lCrprf2_RDJz04&data=05%7C02%7Clauren.kemp%40westyorks-ca.gov.uk%7Cf609574292fa40a8593c08de37ebbcae%7C34e93bfcee664345a4fe805b67e480c0%7C0%7C0%7C639009683911962553%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C60000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=d7i%2Bu4R7LX9HfO9oNauje9CfL7tyfGAmtA1EsWrAPF0%3D&reserved=0
https://fairheat.com/contact-us/
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-1.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fwww.gov.uk%252Fgovernment%252Fpublications%252Fheat-network-efficiency-scheme-hnes%253Futm_content%3D%2526utm_medium%3Demail%2526utm_name%3D%2526utm_source%3Dgovdelivery%2526utm_term%3D%2F1%2F0100019b0829f565-e330000e-c778-4fc7-9cc2-d656ef89f160-000000%2Fmgs06zGG4zGMlTUg7UgST7y37Tyj4pnSGZsuImB7maY%3D435&data=05%7C02%7CLauren.Kemp%40westyorks-ca.gov.uk%7C7542b7270d204a91839e08de37e4dfcd%7C34e93bfcee664345a4fe805b67e480c0%7C0%7C0%7C639009654107397736%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=HY3L7VBUhz6XsUQIL3z3QW7n6S83MbIpcmv6lkwXmso%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-1.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fevents.teams.microsoft.com%252Fevent%252Ffc53b64d-7606-4910-ac8b-f8ff4a6bb56c%406f07f79b-03b1-44e1-b221-7fa1001b22ac%253Futm_content%3D%2526utm_medium%3Demail%2526utm_name%3D%2526utm_source%3Dgovdelivery%2526utm_term%3D%2F1%2F0100019b0829f565-e330000e-c778-4fc7-9cc2-d656ef89f160-000000%2Fg80OyChjyY79AEMJln04d2slhQRVyhW1aCu8RwOn5Do%3D435&data=05%7C02%7CLauren.Kemp%40westyorks-ca.gov.uk%7C7542b7270d204a91839e08de37e4dfcd%7C34e93bfcee664345a4fe805b67e480c0%7C0%7C0%7C639009654107416186%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=2Rkrn9MtvxNz3rrtwNHIwFFn97QexN57RijN4IgSbxc%3D&reserved=0
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IN PERSON & TRAINING OPPORTUNITIES 

Connecting Women in District Heat  
 
Connecting Women in District Heating 2026 will be a week-long festival of 
interesting and engaging content and networking, taking place from Monday 
12th – Friday 16th January 2026, organised by the District Heating Divas. The 
festival is open to everyone, women and allies alike .  
 
On Thursday January 15th an in-person event will be hosted in London, 
delivering a programme of talks covering a range of different topics, whilst still 
allowing time for networking and break-out sessions.  
 
I’ll be there and it would be great to see some familiar faces.  
For more information, or to get tickets, please click the link to the right.  
   

Select tickets – 
Connecting 
Women in 
District Heat 
2026 – Events 
@ No 6 

Commercial Readiness for Heat Networks  
 
The Carbon Trust are an official training provider under the government’s Heat 
Training Grant and are continuing to deliver a comprehensive series of 
webinars around how different stakeholder groups can best prepare for Heat 
Network Zoning.  
 
The ‘Commercial Readiness for Heat Networks ’ course will be taking place 
on the dates shown below. The course is fully online and covers the full 
lifecycle of a heat network project from feasibility and zoning, through delivery 
models and funding, to long-term operation and governance and has been 
specifically designed for public sector organisations operating in England.   
 

• Wednesday January 28th 2026, 9:30am-1:30pm  

• Wednesday March 4th 2026, 9:30am-1:30pm  

 
To register your interest or simply to learn more about what’s on offer, 
please click the link to the right.  
 

Commercial 
readiness for 
heat networks 
training | The 
Carbon Trust 

 

KEEP IN TOUCH 

For more information about Hub support for Heat Network Zoning please contact: 
lauren.kemp@westyorks-ca.gov.uk or enquiries@neynetzerohub.com. 
 

Don’t forget, the Department for Energy Security and Net Zero have their very own Heat Networks 

newsletter. You can sign up here: DESNZ – HN Bulletins  
 

 

Building owners will be able to apply for an exemption from the requirement to connect, if they meet 

certain criteria. For example, if a low carbon heating technology is already installed or if there are 

structural incompatibilities with connecting the building to a heat network.  

Details of the types of buildings required to connect will be provided in the zoning consultation, which is 

anticipated to be released early this year. As soon as we know more, I’ll make sure that the information is 

disseminated as quickly and clearly as possible. In the meantime, if you have any queries or concerns 

you’d like adding to our FAQ list, please do get in touch.  

https://www.tickettailor.com/events/districtheatingdivas/1980799
https://www.tickettailor.com/events/districtheatingdivas/1980799
https://www.tickettailor.com/events/districtheatingdivas/1980799
https://www.tickettailor.com/events/districtheatingdivas/1980799
https://www.tickettailor.com/events/districtheatingdivas/1980799
https://www.tickettailor.com/events/districtheatingdivas/1980799
https://www.carbontrust.com/news-and-insights/events/commercial-readiness-for-heat-networks-training
https://www.carbontrust.com/news-and-insights/events/commercial-readiness-for-heat-networks-training
https://www.carbontrust.com/news-and-insights/events/commercial-readiness-for-heat-networks-training
https://www.carbontrust.com/news-and-insights/events/commercial-readiness-for-heat-networks-training
https://www.carbontrust.com/news-and-insights/events/commercial-readiness-for-heat-networks-training
mailto:lauren.kemp@westyorks-ca.gov.uk
mailto:enquiries@neynetzerohub.com
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/UKBEIS_HN/bulletins/3ecdbd0

